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Untitled, 2017, Katherine Allaby, Leah Bauman, Katie Goerzen-Sheard, Acrylic & Mixed Media on Canvas,  
Collection of Rockway Mennonite Collegiate 

FINDING YOUR PLACE IN THE PUZZLE 
Each year, Rockway students choose a Chapel theme to reflect their 
spiritual journey at Rockway. Fine Art students are then tasked with 
interpreting this theme. Three Grade 12 students with the support 
of Karen Scott-Booth, Visual Art Department Head, came together 
to create a stunning triptych of seemingly random pieces that come 
together in faith formation. 

“This work explores the concept of the year’s Chapel theme – Piecing It  
Together, Finding Your Place in the Puzzle. As a collaborative in itself,  
this triptych painting focuses on the coming together of artists, 
canvases, and multiple pieces, all to create a whole. The abstract 
expressionist approach taken with this work and the use of value 
(moving from dark to light) are intentional, as they allow for what at  
first appears to be unrecognizable, to create meaning in the eyes of  
the individual viewer.” 

The piece, recently unveiled at Chapel, will be on show again at the 
upcoming Visual Arts Show, April 25, 2017, 7 p.m.— eunoia: beautiful 
thinking, a well mind, featuring a variety of works by visual art students, 
Grades 7 through 12. 

Due to the popularity of the Visual Arts Program and greater student 
interest in Digital Media, we will be revitalizing and renovating these 
program spaces i.e. the basement, this summer. Stay tuned for more 
updates.
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30 YEARS OF GOOD FOR OUR EARTH. GOOD FOR OUR COMMUNITY. 
On May 5th, Rockway’s student body and teachers (300 people) will go out into the community and do 
good deeds, work that directly contributes to the environment and to 21 organizations in our community. 
This includes planting trees with Trees for Guelph on a plot of land where Rockway students first planted 
trees in 1990! Students will see first-hand the legacy of Alumni and have the opportunity to add to it. 

Our environment and local community benefit from the students’ efforts. Students benefit from the 
experience of helping out in their community. And our Rockway family benefits from coming together as a 
team to serve our community and to improve the school. 

Families, neighbours and friends can help too! You can sponsor students. Give online at www.rockway.ca 
or mail in your donation to Rockway Mennonite Collegiate, 110 Doon Road, Kitchener, ON N2G 3C8. Either 
way, please be sure to include the name of the student(s) you are sponsoring. 

Envirathon-Servathon proceeds improve Rockway facilities and equipment. Last year, your efforts bought 
new chairs for the student lounge, lots of Chrome Books, new camera equipment, and more! This year, 
students will vote on one of five priority needs to fund with Envirathon-Servathon proceeds. Together, we 
can continue to do good things for our earth, and good things for our community.

Rockway Gets Down To Business 
Pam Fehr and Sheri Wideman will collaborate to launch Rockway’s new 
business courses in September 2017. Pam will be the Business Program 
Coordinator, working and consulting with Sheri, who will teach both 
International Business Fundamentals (BBB4M) and Business Leadership: 
Management Fundamentals (BOH4M). 

Pam will bring a wealth of experience from her previous role as Vice 
President, Marketing at Kindred and working with Mennonite Economic 
Development Association. She is excited to share with students the 
possibilities of business as a calling, and to cultivate and nurture their 
talents and passions in this arena. Since 2008, Sheri has taught Grade 9-11  
French and more recently, has added Grade 12 Sociology to her portfolio. 
Throughout her time here, she has brought energy, creativity, global 
mindedness, and solid pedagogy to the classroom. Further equipped  
with a strong entrepreneurial spirit, she looks forward to this new  
teaching challenge!

Ann L. Schultz, Principal 
Class of ’84
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At Rockway, teachers 
empower their students to 
become peacemakers and 
agents for positive change. 
As a smaller school, Rockway 
facilitates individualized 
learning and extra-curricular 
opportunities and my 
teachers were always looking 
for further ways for me to 
develop my passions. 

Zainab Ramahi, Class of ’10

It was all smiles as Rockway Faculty, Derrick Rempel (with hat) and  
Lindsay Shantz (purple top), headed to Costa Rica with Rockway students 
over March Break.

EXPLORING NATURE.  
DISCOVERING FRIENDSHIPS. 
The inaugural Rockway trip to Costa Rica was eleven days of fun, 
flora, fauna, friends and fantastic adventure! We started at the 
Tirimbina Biological Reserve where we hiked through the rainforest 
and saw toucans and iguanas, watched sloths high in the canopy, 
and witnessed sleeping birds and red eyed tree frogs! 

At the Arenal Volcano, we zip-lined high above the treetops, dipped 
in hot springs, and hiked the treacherous Cerra Chato. The view and 
swim in the cool lake in the crater at the top was a refreshing reward! 
Next, we headed to Monteverde and met up with past, present and 
future Rockway students. We spent the day at the Friends School 
where we attended a Quaker meeting, visited with the Grade 11/12 
class, learned about the area, and helped contribute to the Bellbird 
Corridor Project by planting 50 trees together. 

Finally, along the hot beaches of Samara we kayaked, did stand 
up paddle boarding, surfed, snorkeled and spent time at the Turtle 
Project Station. We patrolled the beaches at night for laying 
turtles and watched nests about to hatch, and ended up releasing 
eight baby turtles to the ocean! We met so many beautiful people 
along the way, pushed beyond personal comfort zones, helping 
people realize how strong they really are could be, and witnessed 
amazing natural life. Thanks to families and friends who generously 
supported us on this journey . 

~ Lindsay Shantz, Class of ‘02, Rockway Teacher since 2010

Building Respect 
On-line 
Rockway was proud to 
host over 150 parents & 
community members who 
came together to watch 
“Screenagers”, a ground-
breaking documentary that 
looks at social media, online 
gaming, and how we can 
respond as parents. After the 
film, we had time to discuss/
share in small groups. 
Providing a place for parents 
to share and connect, and to 
build dialogue with students 
on important issues, is an 
important part of Rockway’s 
mission.

Thank you to Mennonite 
Church Eastern Canada and 
its congregations for making 
this relevant and timely 
learning opportunity available 
to students and families.
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This spring, over 70 young people will graduate from Rockway 
Mennonite Collegiate. As we look forward to this special occasion, 
we invite Alumni to walk with graduates by offering supportive 
messages, such as the one above. Messages will be shared with the 
2017 Graduating Class. 

Please share your words of support, encouragement and guidance 
by emailing your ‘Dear Graduate’ messages (up to 75 words) to 
advancement@rockway.ca or mailing your message to Rockway 
Mennonite Collegiate, 110 Doon Road, Kitchener, ON N2G 3C8 by 
JUNE 5, 2017. Please include if you would prefer your message 
shared anonymously (i.e. only your graduating year) or with your 
name as well.

Alumni Updates 
Thank you to Vada Snider for sharing the following with us: 

MARIE ANNA GINGERICH SNIDER 89, died at 
her home in North Newton, Kansas, on August 
30, 2016. Marie taught English and Business 
at Rockway in the early years (circa 1951-53, 
seen left). A writer throughout her life, Marie 
inspired and empowered thousands  
of readers with her syndicated column  
“This Side of 60” for more than 24 years. 
Vada, writes, “Mom only taught at Rockway 
for a few years, but she had many wonderful 
memories from that time. ” 

BE SURE TO SHARE YOUR ALUMNI UPDATES WITH US  
– births, family news, accomplishments, and other transitions and 
events — SEND THEM TO: advancement@rockway.ca

Paying It Forward 
The Harold Groh 
Scholarship provides an 
entrance scholarship for 
a new Grade 11 or 12 
Rockway student from an 
Mennonite Church Eastern 
Canada congregation. 

This scholarship was 
created by the Class of ’51 
upon their 50th anniversary 
in honour of Harold D. Groh, 
an ordained minister of 
the Mennonite Church, and 
Secretary of the founding 
committee of Rockway 
Mennonite School. He was 
appointed Rockway’s first 
Principal, a position he  
held from 1945 – 1956.  
Mr. Groh was steadfastly 
loyal to the school in 
promoting and building 
support for it throughout 
the community, a spirit  he 
obviously passed on to 
students.

Donations are invested, 
with annual earned income 
funding the scholarship 
award amount. The current 
amount is $350. Thank 
you to the Class of ’51 
for their legacy. Contact 
advancement@rockway.
ca if you would like to 
contribute to this or any 
other scholarship fund: 
www.rockway.ca

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  
CALLING ALL ALUMNI ‘HOME’ 

FRIDAY NIGHT: Spaghetti Supper, Rockway Silent Auction,  
Alumni Basketball Challenge

SATURDAY: Class Reunions, Retirees’ Breakfast,  
Connections BIG Night Out!

Dear Graduate... 
Congratulations. You are an achiever! As you leave Rockway, ponder the multitude of gifts “the Creator downloaded to you free of charge” (Richard Wagamese). Use them to “lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility, gentleness [and] love” (from Ephesians 4:1-2). 

~ Ferne Burkhard, Class of ’54, Past  Rockway Parent  & Board Member

WEEKEND 
October 27 -28

2
017
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SAVE THE DATE! 

• Sat., June 3, 2017  
•  11:30 am—3:30 pm  

(rain or shine) 

•  Rockway Mennonite 
Collegiate 

Bring your lawn chairs, 
blankets and snacks —
sunscreen and hats too! 
— for some fun with Alumni 
and families. 

Enjoy a BBQ lunch for a 
small cost. Then head over 
to the Rockway game fields 
for some pick-up games 
of ultimate frisbee and 
mini soccer before the final 
match-up between Alumni 
and Rockway’s Ultimate 
Teams. 

All Alumni and families are 
welcome. The school gyms 
will be open for family use 
as well. 

This will be a non-ticketed 
event, but we’d like to hear 
from you to help us with 
food quantities. Please 
RSVP by May 22, to  
advancement@rockway.ca,  
or 519-743-5209 and to 
volunteer for the Alumni 
Ultimate Team.

Tansen Hospital site, summer, 1960, courtesy of Harvey Kehl

Connecting Through The Generations 
Many of you recently read in Canadian Mennonite Magazine about 
Nic Bauman’s (Class of ‘97) mission to Nepal, where, for the next 
two years, he will perform surgery and teach at a hospital in Tansen. 
Recent Rockway graduate, Laura Moolenbeek (Class of ‘16) will be 
there too, helping care for the young Bauman family during their 
initial transition. 

Upon reading this story, Harvey Kehl, immediately had memories of 
his time in Nepal. Harvey lived in Nepal, 1959-1962, as part of his 
mission work with Mennonite Central Committee. In fact, he helped 
build the very same hospital in which Nic is currently serving! After a 
couple of phone calls and emails, Nic and Harvey are now in touch, 
sharing their experiences of ‘building bridges’ of peace with people 
in Nepal. 

Harvey notes that they now have roads to the hospital – he 
remembers trekking to the site, are working to reforest the 
surrounding land, and place more focus on language and cultural 
orientation for volunteers – all good changes. As a parent and 
grandparent of Rockway Alumni and students, Harvey knows the 
value of Rockway’s commitment to globally-minded, cross-cultural 
learning and friendships.

Did You Know? 
You can dress your new little ‘future 
Alumni’ in their very own Rockway Alumni 
T-shirt, (size T2) including their ‘Class’. 
Shirts are distributed complimentary to 
Alumni every year. Send us your baby news 
so we can include you: advancement@
rockway.ca. And be sure to send us your 
snaps of your ‘future Alumni’.
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Our Senior Boys Basketball team ready to enjoy the OFSAA Banquet

ROCKWAY FLAMES ROUND-UP 
This season was the first time since 2004 that Rockway’s 
Senior Boys’ Volleyball AND Basketball teams qualified for the 
OFSAA championships. And that is worth getting dressed up 
for! Senior Boys’ Basketball Team Coach, John Moyer, couldn’t 
be more proud of our Flames who competed in Windsor early 
March, winning one out of three games and enjoying the OFSAA 
Banquet.

Congratulations to the Senior Boys’ team for an incredible 
season, and special thanks to Coach Moyer, Sr, and Coach Moyer, 
Jr, a.k.a. Jonathon Moyer (Class of ‘07), for leading the boys to a 
winning season! Thanks also to parents and Alumni for getting 
behind your flames—you’re an important part of the team! 

Meanwhile, Rockway’s Badminton teams, Senior and Junior, have 
been making their mark too, with Senior team member, Rachel 
Kehl, achieving top five results at successive tournaments, 
and Juniors, Nathan Starr, Julia Kehl, Katie Martin and James 
Torrance-Perks placing 3rd in the most recent tournament. 

This comes on the heels of the success of Rockway Girls 
Wrestling team member, Kaitlyn Phanpha, who wrestled her 
way to the OFSAA championships! Coach, Ray Boehm, reported 
that, “She left everything on the mat and wrestled her heart 
out,” finishing 9th overall. Similarly, Rockway’s Girls Basketball 
and Volleyball teams have given it their all this season as their 
coaches built teamwork and confidence in team members. 
Clearly, no matter what the sport, these Flames have lots of 
heart.

Coach Boehm and Kaitlyn Phanpha reach  
new Wrestling heights
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If you’ve ever been in a Rockway 
musical, you know how fun, 
exciting and tiring it can be — 
and this year was no exception! 
53 Grade 7-12 students sang and 
danced their way into the hearts 
of their excited audiences. A BIG 
“Thank You!” to the more than 
1,750 people who watched six 
shows performed over the four 
day production of The Wizard of 
Oz in March. 

We appreciate your support 
of the Arts and students at 
Rockway!

Scarecrow and Dorothy listen to the Tinman sing while the trees dance along

LEAVE A LEGACY™ 
is a national, community-
based public awareness 
campaign of the Canadian 
Association of Gift Planners 
that encourages people to 
leave a gift through their will 
or another giving device to 
a charity or cause that is 
meaningful to them. 

Rockway works with 
Abundance Canada to help 
you create a lifetime of 
generosity. Their trained 
consultants are pleased to 
help you and other Rockway 
Mennonite Collegiate 
supporters plan your gifts 
today and for tomorrow. 
Consultations are free and 
confidential, and all of their 
work is based on our shared 
Biblical under-standing of 
generosity. 

www.abundance.ca  
519-745-7821

May Is Leave a Legacy Month.  
What Will Your Legacy Be? 
As ’John’ and ’Jane’ considered their retirement and estate plans, their 
thoughts focused on their family and their legacy. After taking care of 
their family, they explored how they could continue to support their 
community and faith, and their deep commitment to Christian education. 

They believe that, “the ongoing vitality of the church is related to 
education about our particular Anabaptist identity, because it enables a 
gracious engagement with diversity. Rockway at its best does two things: 
hones the intellect and prepares hearts and minds for service to others.”

They then discussed their wishes and priorities with their professional 
advisors — legal and financial — and with their family. They also 
contacted charities, like Rockway Mennonite Collegiate, that they 
wanted to include in their estate. After consulting and reviewing their 
options, and with much reflection, they made a gift in their will as the 
best way for them to honour and fulfill their wishes. Having done so, they 
understand that they can change their gift in the future if their wishes or 
circumstances change.

For now, they have peace of mind, knowing that their wishes are clear and 
will be followed, continuing the values of their lives and honouring the 
things that matter most to them.

ROCKWAY’S MISSION 
As a Christian educational community within the Anabaptist Mennonite 

tradition, Rockway Mennonite Collegiate integrates sound academic learning 
with growth in character and faith, together with a passion for peacemaking and 

service to God and all creation.
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SEE YOU SOON! Upcoming Events

Reflections is a publication of Rockway Mennonite Collegiate. If you prefer to receive 
your copy by email please let us know at advancement@rockway.ca or 519-342-0007 
x3011. Thank you.

Contact Us 
For more information about 
our school and mission: 

Rockway Mennonite 
Collegiate  
110 Doon Road 
Kitchener, Ontario N2G 3C8 

T: 519-743-5209  
F: 519-743-5935  
advancement@rockway.ca  
www.rockway.ca 

Principal: Ann L. Schultz 

Charitable Number: 119122091RR0001

#lifeatRockway

Register at www.rockway.ca

GRADE 7-12
INFORMATION NIGHT

#lifeatRockway Charitable #: 119122091RR0001

Join Us!

Tuesday, April 25, 2017 • 7 pm

Visit ourVISUAL ARTSEXHIBITIONas part of the evening!

THURSDAY, JUNE 8, 2017Grade 7&8 @ 6:45pm      Grade 9-12 @ 8:00pm 

SPRING CONCERT

GRADUATION 
        CEREMONIES
GRADE 8 – Thursday, June 15, 2017 at 7:30 pm

GRADE 12 – Saturday, June 24, 2017 at 3:30 pm

Wednesday, May 17, 2017

Willow Valley Golf Course

G LF
CLASSIC
Proceeds support the Go Rockway! 

Annual Fund, including Tuition Assistance

ROCKWAY MENNONITE COLLEGIATE’S
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Sign up @ www.rockway.ca

#ForeRockway

Chipping In Fore

            Rockway Students


