
A comprehensive capital 
campaign to lead  

Rockway Mennonite  
Collegiate and its students  

to a bright future. 

NWARD
Feature Quilt from the display of Quilts representing the last century. By collector, Christine Brubacher, 1910-1920 “A Turkey Red Embroidered Quilt.”
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The healthy future of Rockway’s 
mission and graduates rests on: 

1. Sustainable Mission 

2. Embracing All Students 

3. Inspiring Minds 

4. Revitalization

1 House + 1 Barn = 1 School, 1945-1950 
“On February 15, 1945, delegates to a special 
session of the Mennonite Conference of Ontario 
(MCO) decided to begin a Mennonite high school 
in the Kitchener-Waterloo area.” (Lead Us On p.43). 
Thirty-eight students enrolled the first year. Over 
seventy years later, stands a vibrant Rockway school 
community. It remains firmly rooted in its origins and 
traditions, while embracing all students and moving 
mindfully forward. 

What will Rockway look like in 2020? 
1.  Lead Us Onward will lead us to sustainability.  

It charts a course toward a balanced budget in 
2020, laying the foundation for future mission 
growth. 

2.  Lead Us Onward will lead us to higher student 
enrolment. Rockway will build respect and  
bridges as it continues to embrace a diverse 
student body, and remain accessible,  
affordable and welcoming to students from  
all socio-economic backgrounds. 

3.  Lead Us Onward will lead us to a unique Rockway 
Business program that will continue to inspire 
minds and build wonder, melding rich faith-
based programming with the Ontario Ministry of 
Education-approved curriculum, and preparing 
students for life in the 21st century. 

4.  Lead Us Onward will lead us to revitalized facilities 
and equipment. Modern classrooms and facilities 
with friendly gathering and worship spaces will 
fully engage, equip and empower students. 

MCO delegates sang “Lead Me On” when they 
approved the creation of Rockway. Lead Us On, 
written by Sam Steiner, chronicles the first fifty years 
of Rockway Mennonite Collegiate, 1945-1995. 

Today, we invite you to Lead Us Onward  
to Rockway’s 75th year, strong, confident 
and ready for a bright future.
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Lead Us Onward is a multi-year $3 million comprehensive capital campaign,  
which charts a course for sustainable mission: 

 I.  investing $1.3 million in program development and facilities improvements for continued mission-
centered education 

 II.  steadily growing the Go Rockway! Annual Fund, which includes Tuition Assistance, from its current 
level of $360,000/year to $395,000/year in 2020 to ensure annual financial sustainability 

 III.  replenishing and growing Rockway’s Estate Fund and endowment giving by $200,000 over the 
course of the four years for future sustainability 

Together, these goals will be the cornerstone of a balanced budget in 2020. 

Bold, decisive leadership, combined with a belief in a Mennonite faith-based education and every parent’s 
desire to provide their child(ren) with the best resources and opportunities, led to the creation of Rockway 
Mennonite Collegiate in 1945 — one of only two Mennonite high schools in Ontario. 

As a Christian educational community within the Anabaptist Mennonite tradition, Rockway Mennonite 
Collegiate integrates sound academic learning with growth in character and faith, together with a passion 
for peacemaking and service to God and all creation. 

Rockway students, Grades 7-12, learn, grow in faith and build character as they practice values-based 
decision-making that demonstrates the best of who they are. We walk with students as they become 
responsible, globally-minded, compassionate and reflective learners, the four pillars of Rockway’s vision. 

To sustain this unique mission in the 21st century, a new strategic vision equally as bold, thoughtful 
and creative as that of our Founders is called for, one that draws on the strength of our past and the 
possibilities of tomorrow to Lead Us Onward.

“I am thankful that I was blessed with such a great 
education and that I was surrounded by many faculty 

members that cared about me and my success in life.”

~ Jacob Einwechter, Class of 2015, Alumni Volunteer

Sustainable Mission
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Lead Us Onward offers the opportunity to: support students in need with tuition 
assistance; provide stable support to daily mission; and, create more scholarships 
and awards, thereby opening the door wider for future Rockway students. 

As a Christian school in the Mennonite tradition, Rockway embraces students of all faiths and 
perspectives, and builds respect and bridges amid diversity. 

Accessibility, diversity and inclusion matter here. Every Rockway student is lovingly accepted; they  
belong here. 

From its early days, Rockway stakeholders have believed that financial need should not be a barrier to a 
Rockway education: 

•  We allocate as much as 1/3 of the Go Rockway! Annual Fund to tuition assistance, helping over 
50 students each year walk through Rockway hallways. 

• We work with local congregations to develop church-based student aid programs. 

• Generous donors have created a number of Rockway scholarships and awards. 

•  We continuously look for innovative ways to raise additional funds for families such as our  
Shop Rockway program that invites families to purchase gift cards for their regular shopping, and 
then applies proceeds from the sale of these gift cards towards their tuition the following year. 

•  Over and above our Go Rockway! Annual Fund efforts, through our partnership with Mennonite 
Church Eastern Canada (MCEC) and its congregations, $74,000 is available annually to support 
eligible students. 

Lead Us Onward reaffirms Rockway’s long-standing commitment to accessible/affordable, high quality 
education: each year, the estimated tuition assistance needs are augmented by the Go Rockway! Annual 
Fund. Yes, it would be easier to reach a balanced budget without this significant commitment, and, indeed, 
Rockway has achieved balanced annual operating budgets in the past outside of this commitment. 

However, like you, we believe that a diverse, vibrant student body is critical to the Rockway student 
experience, and essential to prepare students for a 21st century world.

Embracing All Students
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Inspiring Minds

Lead Us Onward will ensure students continue to benefit from Rockway’s academic 
legacy through the creation of innovative programming that teaches to the mind, 
heart and spirit. 
Rockway students are responsible, globally-minded, compassionate, and reflective learners. 

Rockway prepares students for life in a world that is rich in opportunity, alive with beauty, and some 
times burdened by challenges. A Rockway education doesn’t only increase knowledge and skills; it builds 
wonder and helps form values and ambitions. Our rigorous academic program creates space and time for 
collaborative, creative, critical reflection, and communication on basic questions about what is good, fair,  
and just. 

This rich and nuanced pedagogy is the foundation for Rockway’s new business program, starting in fall 2017, 
in which the approach to ‘teaching business’ will be re-imagined. Senior students will have the opportunity 
to study two business courses that are rooted in Rockway’s mission and core values. International Business 
Fundamentals will be available to Grade 11 and 12 students; and, Business Leadership will be offered to 
Grade 12 students. Both courses will be University/College Preparation courses. 

Like you, we want to ensure students leave Rockway prepared for a bright future. 

Inquiry-based learning, combined with a wide range of extra-curricular activities, including strong programs 
in competitive sports and music, offers an outlet for almost every interest. A robust student exchange 
program over the years has sent Rockway students to visit France, Germany, Jordan, Guatemala, China, 
Labrador and other parts of Canada, and, this year, Costa Rica too! 

Rockway graduates regularly earn entrance into University or College after graduation or take an intentional 
gap year of service, work or travel experience. Alumni have entered and excelled in every field of endeavour 
– including medicine, law, science, the arts, ministry, athletics, social services, education, and business. 
Whatever their career choices, Rockway Alumni can often be found dedicating themselves to making their 
communities and their world more humane, leading their communities onward.

“I am very pleased that Rockway will be offering courses which will 
enhance knowledge and develop skills of students who have an interest in 

entrepreneurship whether it be in the social, public sector, private business or 
other domains. These courses will have the potential of strengthening the ability 

of Rockway’s alumni to make a positive contribution to the world.” 

~ James Schlegel, ‘86
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By 2019/2020, Lead Us Onward will provide updated, modern, efficient and friendly 
learning classrooms and facilities, where students can receive the best possible 
experience. 

To shine a light on Rockway’s future, beginning in 2014, the board, faculty and staff developed a multi-
year strategic plan to revitalize student facilities. 

We have been quietly addressing the immediate needs, but now it’s time to share the first phase of 
Rockway’s revitalization plans for the next four years. 

To fuel these plans, a local family has stepped up with a matching gift leadership pledge of $625,000. 

Others have come forward too. 

Students returning to school in 2016 noticed a fully rebuilt Wi-Fi system, 35 new Chromebooks, and a new 
shot clock and scoreboard to better equip and enhance their learning experience and activities. They also 
noticed a new school bus in the parking lot, complete with tinted windows for those long bus rides and 
luggage storage space for school trips and travelling sports teams. And a new roof on the main part of the 
school was completed as well. 

What’s next on the ‘To Do List’? 

Rockway has hired a Project Manager to prepare for: 

•  the renovation of the Assembly Area, including the refurbishment of its sound and lighting 

•  the reconfiguration of the basement for more open and collaborative learning spaces for Art, 
Computer, and Family Studies 

•  the addition of HVAC systems to the Assembly Area and Gyms for more comfort for students and 
guests 

•  the installation of a new roof for Gyms A, B & C for durability 

•  re-imagining and updating our use of portable classrooms

In all, there are over twenty-five slated improvements, from repainting the lines on the gym floors to 
classroom equipment upgrades. We have a lot of work to do. 

“We would like our kids to be educated, not trained; for that, Rockway 
Mennonite Collegiate has been an excellent place for them to grow.” 

~ Jennifer Roggemann, parent of two Rockway students and future Alumni 

Revitalization



1. Sustainable Mission & 2. Embracing All Students 
•  Go Rockway! Annual Fund, including Tuition Assistance $1,500,000 
•  Rockway Estate and Endowment Funds $ 200,000 

3. Inspiring Minds & 4. Revitalization 
•  Facilities Fund/Revitalization $1,250,000 
•  Business Program development 50,000 

CAMPAIGN TOTAL  $ 3,000,000 

Visit www.rockway.ca for Rockway’s 2015/2016 Annual Report, which includes the most recent financial 
review engagement and 2016/2017 budget. 

MATCHING GIFT OPPORTUNITY: 
A local family has pledged $625,000 in matching donations to the Lead Us Onward revitalization efforts. 
That means each dollar donated up to a total of $625,000 will be matched, dollar for dollar, enabling us to 
do twice as much with your donation! 

CAMPAIGN OPPORTUNITIES: 
You can make one-time gifts of cash or stock, annual or monthly gifts, pledges — up to 4 years, and 
endowment and estate gifts, as part of your now or later giving. We also welcome the opportunity to 
discuss gifts of in-kind support, such as materials, services and equipment. All gifts will be received and 
receipted as per Rockway’s Gift Acceptance Policies and Canada Revenue Agency guidelines. 

CAMPAIGN UPDATE: 
To-date, over $1,060,000 has been pledged and/or received towards Lead Us Onward. The initial ‘quiet 
phase’ of the campaign is coming to a close. We have recently introduced a Family Campaign: Lead Us 
Onward ONE that speaks to one Rockway family, one mission and one future. And we look forward to 
sharing the campaign more broadly as the year progresses.

“Education is about the challenge to be more, not to have more.” ~ J. Sheldon MacLeod 

Contact:  Christine Rier, Director of Advancement  
Rockway Mennonite Collegiate  
p: 519-342-0007 x3011 │    e: christiner@rockway.ca 

Rockway Mennonite Collegiate, 110 Doon Road, Kitchener, ON  N2G 3C8   www.rockway.ca Charitable Number: 119122091RR0001 

THE WAY FORWARD, 2016/2017-2019/2020

NWARD – $3 MILLION
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As a parent of Rockway students, I appreciate the positive difference that Rockway 
makes in the lives of my children. As a member of the Rockway community, I am 
committed to the legacy and values that have shaped and continue to shape Rockway. 
And as your Board Chair, I believe in Rockway’s mission and the Lead Us Onward 
vision, which provides for a sustainable, inclusive future for a school that is dear to so 
many of us. I invite you to join me and my Board colleagues on this journey. It is an 
exciting time for Rockway, one that will lead us onward to a brighter future. 

John Torrance-Perks, Chair 

It is a privilege and an honour to lead Rockway Mennonite Collegiate, a school that is 
boldly moving forward into the future. This is an exciting place to work, where faith, 
academics and play all intersect, making for a dynamic community. It is inspiring to 
connect with families of Rockway students who commit themselves to collaborative 
relationships between home and school that foster the best possible learning 
outcomes. Thank you for “Leading Us Onward!” 

Ann L. Schultz, Principal 

2016/2017 Board of Directors 
John Torrance-Perks (Chairperson) Sue Martin (Vice-Chairperson) 
Gerald Morrison (Treasurer) Chanel Cressman (Secretary) 
David Carr-Pries Mark Diller Harder 
Dennis Gingrich Tim Hedrick 
Heather Kehl Betty Pries 
Linda Ruby Jill Sauer (Faculty) 

LEADING US ONWARD

Ann L. Schultz
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NAMING OPPORTUNITIES 
In appreciation of leadership giving, the following naming opportunities are available: 

• Assembly Area — $1,000,000 
• Bus (2) — $50,000 each 
• Named Scholarships—$20,000+ each 

RECOGNITION 
Donors contributing to the Lead Us Onward campaign have the option of receiving the following: 

$100,000+ – wonder 
$25,000 - $99,999 – respect 
$10,000- $ 24,999 – bridges 
$2,500 - $ 9,999 – light 
All gifts up to $2,499 – spirit 
In-kind gifts included throughout 

CAMPAIGN GIFT CHART

CAMPAIGN OPPORTUNITIES

NWARD

“Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today,  
and creates a vision for tomorrow.” ~ Melody Beattie

Amount $ Number of Gifts  
Required Total — $ Number of Gifts /  

Pledges Confirmed
625,000 1 625,000 1
250,000 2 500,000
100,000 4 400,000 1 @ $85,000, 1 @ $75,000

50,000 6 300,000
25,000 11 275,000 1, 1 @ $20,000
10,000 32 320,000 2

5,000 54 270,000 2, 1 @ $4,000
2,500 60 150,000 1 @ $3,000, 1 @ $2,000
1,000 135 135,000
Other Various 25,000 various 2016/2017 gifts

TOTAL 305 $3,000,000 $1,060,000
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